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water resources bill. The House version came
in at $15 billion. The Senate version came
in at $14 billion. So the House and Senate
compromised and sent me a bill that costs
$23 billion. In Washington, they call that
“splitting the difference.”

And today Congress set a record they
should not be proud of. October the 26th
is the latest date in 20 years that Congress
has failed to get a single annual appropria-
tions bill to the President’s desk. And that’s
not the only thing congressional leaders have
failed to get done.

They have yet to make the Internet tax
moratorium permanent or even extend it,
even though this moratorium is set to expire
in just a few days. The House and Senate
have both passed temporary extensions but
have not agreed on a final bill. I urge Con-
gress to keep the Internet tax-free and to get
a bill to my desk that I can sign.

They have yet to move Judge Michael
Mukasey’s nomination to be Attorney Gen-
eral out of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
even as Members complain about the lack
of leadership at the Department of Justice.

They have yet to act on our emergency
war funding supplemental, even though our
troops on the frontlines depend on these vital
funds to fight our enemies and to keep us
safe at home.

This is not what congressional leaders
promised when they took control of Congress
earlier this year. In January, one congres-
sional leader declared, and I quote: “No
longer can we waste time here in the Capitol,
while families in America struggle to get
ahead.” He was right. With only a few weeks
left on the legislative calendar, Congress
needs to keep their promise to stop wasting
time and get essential work done on behalf
of the American people.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to H.R. 3963; H.R. 976; H.R.
3970; and H.R. 1495.
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The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 20

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush
traveled to Laurel, MD, where they toured
the Patuxent Research Refuge. They then
traveled to St. Michaels, MD.

Later in the morning, the President par-
ticipated in an interview with Chris and Me-
lissa Fischer of ESPN’s “Offshore Adven-
tures” program.

In the afternoon, at the Vice President’s
residence, the President and Mrs. Bush had
lunch with Vice President Dick Cheney and
his wife, Lynne Cheney. Later, they returned
to Washington, DC.

October 21

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Governor-elect
Bobby Jindal of Louisiana to congratulate
him on his election victory.

October 22

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had a video tele-
conference with Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki of Iraq.

In the afternoon, the President had lunch
with President Nambaryn Enkhbayar of
Mongolia. Then, in the Oval Office, the
President met with veterans, leaders of mili-
tary service organizations, and family mem-
bers of a marine who was killed in the war
on terror. Later, he had two telephone con-
versations with Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
of California to discuss the wildfires in south-
ern California.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with President
Vladimir Putin of Russia and President
Abdullah Gul of Turkey.

In the evening, at Decatur House, the
President attended a Republican Governors
Association reception.
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October 23

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger of California to discuss the
wildfires in southern California.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Secretary of Home-
land Security Michael Chertoff and Federal
Emergency Management Agency Adminis-
trator R. David Paulison, who briefed him
on the damage and recovery efforts in south-
ern California.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James Shinn to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense (Asian and Pacific Security
Affairs).

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert A. Sturgell to be Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administration.

The President declared an emergency in
California and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts in the
area struck by wildfires beginning on Octo-
ber 21 and continuing.

October 24

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had a video tele-
conference with Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity Michael Chertoff, Federal Emergency
Management Agency Administrator R. David
Paulison, Secretary of the Interior Dirk
Kempthorne, Deputy Secretary of Defense
Gordon England, Acting Secretary of Agri-
culture Charles F. Conner, and Gen. Victor
E. Renuart, Jr., USAF, commander, North
American Aerospace Defense Command and
U.S. Northern Command, to discuss the
wildfires in southern California.

The President declared a major disaster in
California and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by wildfires beginning on Octo-
ber 21 and continuing,

October 25

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to San
Diego, CA, where, aboard Marine One, he
took an aerial tour of the areas damaged by
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the wildfires. He then traveled to Escondido,
CA.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC, arriving in the evening.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Steven R. Chealander to be a
member of the National Transportation Safe-
ty Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John H. Gibson to be Assistant
Secretary of the Air Force (Financial Man-
agement).

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mark V. Rosenker to be Chairman
of the National Transportation Safety Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Kenneth C. Canterbury, Jr., as a
member of the medal of Valor Review Board
(Law Enforcement).

The President announced that he has
named Brian V. McCormack as Deputy As-
sistant to the President for Strategic Initia-
tives and External Affairs.

October 26

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted October 23

James Shinn,
of New Jersey, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Defense (new position).

Robert A. Sturgell,

of Maryland, to be Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration for the term of
5 years, vice Marion C. Blakey, term expired.



